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Session Goals

We will discuss:

• How to adapt a university catalog to the online environment

• How to use the catalog software to improve catalog production

• How to consider the reader experience when creating a catalog



About Me
• Eight years of catalog and curriculum experience

• Joined UMBC in March 2020

• The first full-time catalog person in the UMBC Registrar’s Office

• Writing studies background



Why Can’t We Just Copy and Paste 
Our WordPerfect File Into a 
Webpage?
• Well, you could.



But Consider:

• Strategies for text to be read in hard copy or on the whole screen don’t 
apply

• You don’t get all the benefits of catalog software

• The way students expect to encounter information is different than it was 
in the past



Reading on Paper Vs. Reading Online

• How much of the page can you see?

• Where is the important information?

• How do we refer to information elsewhere in the document?

• How do you navigate?

• Who is reading?



The Kids These Days
• Seem to have low reading compliance and comprehension (Baier et al, 

2011; Hoeft, 2012)

• There is some evidence that reading expository text on a screen decreases 
reading comprehension (Delgado and Salmerón, 2021)

• Nothing like we were when we were young



What an Electronic Catalog Can Do

• Concatenate course descriptions from different fields

• Generate a course export 

• Expand courses where they’re used in program listings

• Filter to display programs organized in different ways

• Link within the catalog

• Link to external websites and resources



I Have the Software, Now What?

• You’ll have the same kind of “stuff”

• The electronic catalog probably has a navigation bar and functionality for 
courses and programs

• It’s up to you to decide how to connect pages and programs



Where to Start
• Adaptation is a series of decisions to solve the problems created by the 

change from one medium to another

• Make the important information prominent and the subsidiary information 
easy to find

• Links, headers, and the search will be your friends and the students’ friends

• Prioritize one to three aspects of your catalog every year and move 
incrementally



Questions of Structure
• What do you need and where does it go?

• Applies to pages, programs, courses, and any filters you might have

• What can you standardize?

• What is duplicative of your website?



Examples
What could UMBC  have done differently in past Undergraduate Catalogs?



























Final Thoughts
• Your catalog will be as good as your curriculum approval process is 

thoughtful

• Using catalog software is a distinct skill additional to catalog editing

• Your catalog will continue to evolve

• You will also evolve



Questions!
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Thank you!
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